It is in this context we should consider the life and work of
Madduri Annapoornaiah, an ardent patriot, an intrepid Journalist,
an eminent freedom fighter, the architect of the leftist parties and the
Father of the Socialist movement in Andhra. He was a devotee of
Bal Gangadhar Tilak and a follower of Jayaprakash Narayan and a
close associate of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. In fact he was
known as 'Andhra Netaji1. When Bose escaped from the jail to con-
duct the war of independence from outside, mobilizing international
support and starting the famous Azad Hind Fauz, he wrote to An-
napoornaiah a confidental letter which shows his love and confi-
dence. It was through Annapoornaiah's efforts that Gandhiji appre-
ciated the patriotism and heroism of Alluri Sitaramaraju,
Annapoornaiah's classmate and friend.
Just as Rama lived in the forest for 14 years at his father's behest
and Pandavas remained in the forest for 12 years, Anna Poornaiah
suffered imprisonment for 14 years. While Rama and Pandavas en-
joyed the company of their spouses and kin, Annapoornaiah had no
such solace. We know, Nelson Mandela set a world record by re-
maining in the jail for 35 years for fighting against Aparthied (racial
discrimination) in South Africa. Gandhiji himself spent a total of
2,338 days of his life in British Jails. He said "The road to freedom
goes through prison. We must widen the prison gates and enter them
as a bridegroom enters the bride's room". To a book written by
himself, Gandhiji gave the title "From Errawada Mandir". Jail was
a Mandir to him! Annapoornaiah was not only in Jails for 14 years
but was tortured and lathi charged when the police raided Gautami
Asram of Sitanagaram. He suffered head injuries. Moreover he could
neither perform nor attend his daughter's marriage as the jail au-
thorities refused parle. His valiant wife Ramanamma fell ill and died
in penury when he was still in the prison waiting for permission
which never came!
Annapoornaiah was an outstanding journalist who edited sev-
eral weeklies in Telugu - the "Congress", "Navasakti", "JaiBharat"
and "Velugu ". Those were the days when Andhra Pradesh produced